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Results

The program has been well-received by Guinean teachers, 91% of whom are now using the
reading program in the classroom, and 96% of whom say they have seen improvements in
student’s reading abilities since the introduction of the program in 2001. The government of
Guinea has also shown strong support of the reading program by agreeing to fund the
reproduction of all reading materials for children in grades 1 & 2, and to test students’
reading abilities at the end of grades 1 & 2. In addition, the government of Guinea will take
the lead in conducting teacher training in reading instruction in 2004, support that will
ensure the program’s adoption and successful continuation within Guinea. '

Storybooks Help Children Learn to Read in Guinea
Challenge

With an adult literacy rate of only 41%, the majority of Guineans are still unable to read or
write, which has an adverse effect on the county’s development, security and stability.
Reading methods for teaching have never been formally taught to teachers, making it
difficult for them to convey reading skills to children in the classroom.
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